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Overview

▪ The Global Approach in R&I 

& Comprehensive EU strategy with Africa

▪ Horizon Europe

▪ Africa Initiative 
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Global Approach to Research & Innovation
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Adopted on 18 May 2021

▪ Developing a joint EU-AU Innovation Agenda

and launching an ‘Africa Initiative’ under Horizon Europe. 



The Comprehensive

EU Strategy with Africa

▪ In 2020, the comprehensive EU strategy with Africa was adopted, to be built on five partnerships: 

1. Green transition and energy access

2. Digital transformation

3. Sustainable growth and jobs

• Proposed Action 5 –– Partner with Africa to rapidly enhance learning, knowledge and skills, research 
and innovation capacities, particularly for women and youth, protecting and improving social rights, and 

eradicating child labour

“It is proposed that the EU scales up EU-Africa academic and scientific cooperation, including on technical and 

vocational education and training, and enhancing skills development (also in association with EU businesses) with 
a view to creating a knowledge society and economy.”

4. Peace and governance

5. Migration and mobility 
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https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/communication-eu-africa-strategy-join-2020-4-final_en.pdf


Investing to shape our future

HORIZON EUROPE
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Our Vision

The EU’s key funding programme for research and innovation:

● Tackles climate change

● Helps to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals

● Boosts the EU’s competitiveness and growth

● Facilitates collaboration and strengthens the impact of 
research and innovation in developing, supporting and 

implementing EU policies while tackling global challenges 

● Supports the creation and better diffusion of excellent 

knowledge and technologies

● Creates jobs, fully engages the EU’s talent pool, boosts 
economic growth, promotes industrial competitiveness and 

optimises investment impact within a strengthened 

European Research Area.
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


Political agreement December 2020
€ billion in current prices

25.0

53.5

13.6

3.4

Excellent Science

Global challenges and European ind. comp.

Innovative Europe

Widening Part and ERA

Horizon Europe Budget: €95.5 billion (2021-2027)
(including €5.4 billion from NGEU – Next Generation Europe – programme of 

EU for Recovery from COVID-19 crisis)
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* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE

Research 

actions

Development 

actions

SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMME: 
EUROPEAN 
DEFENCE 
FUND

Fusion

Joint 

Research 

Center

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 

Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS

• Health

• Culture, Creativity & 
Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space
• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture & 

Environment
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Joint Research Centre

Exclusive focus on 

defence research 

& development
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General openness of Horizon Europe to international participation

▪ Entities from all over the world can take part in Horizon Europe collaborative projects

▪ Researchers and innovators of any nationality can apply for grants

Targeted international cooperation actions

▪ Actions flagged as being specifically relevant for international cooperation

▪ Targeted actions with key partners on strategic thematic areas*

▪ Cooperation with Africa under the Horizon Europe ‘Africa Initiative’

Global approach to research & innovation

International cooperation in Horizon Europe

*Further details will be provided after publication of the main work programme9



Association to Horizon Europe

▪ Categories of third countries:

a) EFTA members that are members of European Economic Area

b) Acceding, candidates and potential candidates

c) European Neighbourhood Policy countries

d) Third countries

• with good STI capacity

• with commitment to a rules-based open market economy, including fair and equitable 

dealing with IPR, respect of human rights, backed by democratic institutions

• that promote policies to improve the economic and social well-being of citizens

Global approach to research & innovation

International cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Safeguarding EU interests in Horizon Europe 

▪ Work programme may limit participation in actions when there is a justified need 

to safeguard EU strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security.

▪ Work programme may limit participation of entities established in the EU or 

associated countries directly or indirectly controlled by non-associated non-EU 

countries, for duly justified and exceptional reasons, in order to guarantee the 

protection of the strategic interests of the EU.

▪ Provisions on exploitation, dissemination and right to object transfer of ownership 

and licenses to non-associated third-country entities in line with EU interest.

Global approach to research & innovation

International cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Africa Initiative 

2021 – 2022

Horizon Europe

June 202112



Africa Initiative

▪ Immediate outcome of the first ever EU-AU R&I Ministerial (July 2020), it will strengthen 

long-term cooperation in finding solutions to enhance global public health, socio-economic 

development and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

▪ Several topics, through Calls for Proposals targeted at EU-Africa R&I cooperation, responding 

to four joint policy priorities:

1. Public Health

2. Green Transition

3. Innovation & Technology

4. Capacities for Science

▪ Planned adoption of the Work Programme & further details: mid-June 2021

(EU funding & tenders’ portal).13

In the first Work Programme of Horizon Europe 

2021-2022

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon


1. Research on poverty-related diseases

2. EDCTP 3:

EU-Africa Global Public Health Partnership proposal

▪ Evolution to a Public-Private Partnership

▪ Proposed EU contribution: 800 MEUR,

plus leverage of expected 400 MEUR from other sources

1. Public Health

14
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2. Green Transition

Examples of R&I areas:

Sustainable 

Agriculture

Food 

Security 

BiodiversityMobility

Sustainable

Energy

Climate

Change
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3. Innovation & Technology

Examples of R&I areas:

1. Raw materials value chains

2. Research infrastructures

3. Support to innovation partnerships
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4. Capacities for science

Examples of R&I areas:

1. Global governance

2. Public policies for sustainable development

3. Research ethics & new technologies



Commissioner Mariya Gabriel: @GabrielMariya

Director-General Jean-Eric Paquet: @JEPaquetEU

DG Research and Innovation: @EUScienceInnov @EU_H2020 https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/

Horizon Magazine: @HorizonMagEU

Horizon Europe website: http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

International Cooperation website:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/international-cooperation_en

European Innovation Council: http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic

European Research Council: https://erc.europa.eu/

Follow us and keep up to date via:

HorizonEU
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https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/international-cooperation_en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic
https://erc.europa.eu/


With Horizon Europe, we step up our ambition 
for a sustainable future. The programme will 

maximise its impact by strengthening our 

scientific and technological bases, boosting our 
innovation capacity, driving the green and digital 

transitions and supporting an inclusive recovery.  

Mariya Gabriel

Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education & Youth
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Thank you!

#HorizonEU
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