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Background and Policy Context 

The long-standing EU-Africa cooperation in research and innovation was initially mainly framed by the 1975 

Lomé Convention (then revamped by the 2000 Cotonou Agreement and the 2007 Lisbon Declaration). The 

science, technology, and innovation relationship between the two regions have been progressively 

enhanced, notably through the adoption in 2007 of the Partnership on Science, Information Society and 

Space within the Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) and in 2010, of the AU-EU High-Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) 

in Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) – a platform that identifies targeted actions for implementation 

under the research and innovation Partnership. The role of science, technology and innovation is considered 

key for human development, sustainable and inclusive growth, and to tackle societal challenges such as food 

security. 

Based on mutual interest and equal partnership, the dialogue has helped foster EU-AU cooperation in science 

and innovation within the successive Research and Innovation Framework Programmes and Development 

Cooperation Instruments. It has also allowed adoption and implementation by the European Union and 

African Union Commissions and their Member States of three successive ambitious Partnerships dedicated 

to Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) (2014); Climate Change and Sustainable 

Energy (CCSE) (2017); and Innovation (2019).  

With the launch of the priority on FNSSA, a Roadmap was adopted in 2016, which identifies three priority 

themes as a basis for a joint research agenda, together with a group of cross-cutting issues. The roadmap 

document also emphasizes the important role of women, youth and the diaspora within innovation systems. 

Further, it envisages the establishment of a monitoring and evaluation mechanism. 

The Roadmap intends, in particular, to increase coherence between and build upon the many projects within 

the FNSSA domain at the national, bilateral or bi-regional (Europe and Africa) levels. It also provides an 

opportunity for alignment of the many networks linked to agriculture research that currently exists. With the 

Roadmap, leaders from both continents clearly expressed their desire to achieve more impact on the ground. 

Since the adoption of the Roadmap, significant investment has been made to support its implementation. A 

number of projects and initiatives have been funded to address the priority themes, launching a diverse, 

multi-actor community dedicated to EU-AU cooperation in FNSSA and resulting in increased knowledge and 

concrete outcomes for improving food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture.  

FNSSA Stakeholder Engagement Event 

The virtual Stakeholder Engagement Week on FNSSA will be organized from 31 May to 4 June 2021. The event 

aims to demonstrate the value of the FNSSA Partnership, in particular, the event will: 

 foster the engagement of stakeholders such as funders, SMEs, farmers, researchers, government 

organizations, private sector organizations and strategic decision-makers;  

 highlight the results and outcomes of the investments made towards the FNSSA Partnership and 

encourage clustering around the FNSSA Roadmap; and 

 gather information and ideas on the experiences, challenges, feedback and recommendations to 

further develop the R&I Partnership on FNSSA. 

The virtual event will take place over five days with two larger plenaries and several thematic sessions. The 

plenary sessions, organized by LEAP4FNSSA, will focus on the outcomes and achievements of the FNSSA 



Partnership and the implementation of the Roadmap. The plenary sessions will take place on day 1 and 5, 

over 1.5 – 2 hours. 

The thematic sessions will consider specific topics relevant to the FNSSA Partnership, specifically: 

 Successes from the Partnership and their Impact; 

 The experiences of using a multi-actor approach in projects for delivering the FNSSA Roadmap; 

 Exchange on collaborative funding for the R&I Partnership; and 

 Ways to future cooperation in R&I in the area of FNSSA. 

To provide an opportunity for stakeholders within the AU-EU R&I FNSSA landscape to organize their sessions 

within the frame of the week, LEAP4FNSSA stakeholders are expected to respond to this call for sessions 

based on the outlined themes. Additional themes may also be proposed. The thematic sessions will run 

throughout the course of the week, on days 2, 3 and 4, at specific times and include interactive elements. 

LEAP4FNSSA will coordinate the week’s programme, including the profiling of events on media platforms 

(website and social media). 

AU-EU R&I projects are invited to submit virtual posters or videos that will be displayed in a dedicated virtual 

environment and played during the course of the event. Posters/video clips should highlight the project’s 

contribution towards strengthening the bi-regional partnership. The conversations at the stakeholder event 

will be further publicized through social media, in order to reach a broader audience and attract interest 

towards the FNSSA R&I Partnership. 

The event is expected to attract a variety of stakeholders interested in the FNSSA Partnership and the 

implementation of its Roadmap. This may include representatives from AU and EU member states, 

projects/programmes responding to the Roadmap, as well as other multilateral organisations within the 

FNSSA landscape, such as the World Food Programme.  
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