
 
 

1st Virtual Raising Awareness Event of the LEAP4FNSSA Project 

“Towards an Inclusive FNSSA Partnership: Crises as opportunities to rethink an 

unsustainable model and empower engagement in R&I in Africa” 

 

Project Background 

Leap4FNSSA is a Coordination and Support Action (CSA) under the framework of H2020. The main 

objective is to establish a sustainable ‘Platform’ for the efficient and coherent implementation of the AU-

EU Research and Innovation Partnership as described in the Food and Nutrition Security, and Sustainable 

Agriculture (FNSSA) Roadmap. Under the aegis of the High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) and its Bureau, 

LEAP4FNSSA builds upon former EU funded projects such as RINEA, CAAST-Net Plus, ProIntensAfrica and 

linking with the ongoing ERANet Cofund LEAP-Agri. 

Introduction  

In an attempt to raise awareness on topics and initiatives concerning the AU-EU Research & Innovation 

partnership on food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture, the LEAP4FNSSA project plans a 

series of raising awareness events throughout the timeframe of the project.  

African countries are currently suffering from several crises including the COVID-19 pandemic as well as 

the locusts that are widespread among the region and other region specific dilemmas. The objective of 

the raising awareness virtual workshop is to foster dialogue among all stakeholders on the benefits of 



 
 
improved collaboration in STI in areas of food, nutrition and sustainable agriculture. This will facilitate 

engagement of different stakeholders outside the project consortium to become part of the FNSSA 

alliances. 

 

Challenges and opportunities in the AU-EU R&I cooperation dialogue will be discussed from different 

perspectives with a special focus on each of the 4 African Regions. Reflections on top down strategies vs 

bottom up strategies of information processing and knowledge sharing between different groups of 

stakeholders will be debated. It will tackle the dilemma of inclusiveness and various channels of 

participation and involvement in the FNSSA platform per each group.   The expected outcome of the event 

will be an action plan to implement the African Partnerships in the FNSSA sector. 

 

Prior to the event, a survey was launched to discuss possible interventions proposed from the Cairo and 

Nairobi events and the previous webinar. The results of the survey will serve as a foundation for the 

discussions in the workshop itself. 

 

The virtual event is divided into 4 main sessions. A short introductory session to introduce the platform 

and discuss the survey results, followed by a story telling session from current alliances in the different 

regions of Africa, after that a panel discussion to discuss the resilience strategies for Africa to withstand 

crises and finally a focus group discussion to prepare a brief action plan/set of recommendations for 

implementing the platform.  

 

Objectives  

 

The event will focus on building on the accomplishments of the previous meetings in an attempt to 

empower the community through inclusiveness and engagement in R&I in the Food and Nutrition 

Security, and Sustainable Agriculture Sector to make it more resilient to current or foreseen crises. 

The aim of the virtual workshop is to: 

 Propose methods for increasing the resilience of rural areas to withstand crises similar to the 

COVID-19 situation, and the locusts’ issue. 

 Evaluate the outcomes of the survey concerning the efficiency and effectiveness of possible 

interventions that could promote full implementation and application of an inclusive FNSSA 

platform and discuss the role of an inclusive model in overcoming challenges in the region. 

 Identify possible ways to structure the North, East, South and West Africa components of 

the bi-continental Europe Africa FNSSA Platform and set an agenda for the launch of this 

Platform  

 Present lessons learnt from previous initiatives and alliances in each African region.  

 



 
 

Speakers 

Introductory Dialogue: Introducing the LEAP4FNSSA Project/Platform 

Philippe Petithuguenin  – LEAP4FNSSA Coordination: Deputy Director General in charge of Research 

and Strategy- CIRAD (The French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development)  

Setting the context: Presenting the results of the survey as a guideline for the discussions 

Norhan El Dallal – Project Officer – MHESR (Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in 

Egypt) 

Story Telling Session (The West/South/North/East African Story): Building on past experiences of 

previous approaches to create synergies. 

 Ibrahima Coulibaly - President of ROPPA (Network of Farmers' and Agricultural Producers' 

Organisations of West Africa) 

 Benito Eliasi – Program Officer, SACAU (Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions) 

 Yossef Ben-Meir – President, High Atlas Foundation North Africa 

 Jean Jacques Mbonigaba Muhinda – Executive Secretary, ASARECA (The Association for 

Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa) 

 

Panel Discussion: Creating Horizontal Integration as well as a Vertical Integration to overcome crises 

 Mokhtar Sellami - Director in charge of Technological Development and Innovation, MESRS 

(Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Algeria) 

 Daniele Rossi - Delegate Research & Innovation -  Chairman Copa Cogeca WP RES - EU Coordinator 

National Food Tech Platforms - Confagricoltura 

 Fatunbi Oluwole Abiodun - Lead Specialist: Innovation Systems and Partnerships ,FARA (Forum 

for Agricultural Research in Africa) 

 Pascal Murasira – Managing Conultant, Murasira Consult – Business and Partnership Advisor, 

PAFO (Pan African Farmers Organisation) 

 

Focus Group Discussion: The FNSSA Platform Model for a more resilient partnership 

 Sean Woolfrey - Deputy Head of Programme, Sustainable Food Systems, ECDPM (European 

Centre for Development Policy Management)  

 Simbarashe Sibanda - Theme Leader, Nutrition-Sensitive Agriculture, FANRPAN (Food, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network) 

 Jean Albergel - Director of the Expertise and Consultancy Mission, IRD 

 Beatrice Gakuba – Executive Director, AWAN Afrika (African Women Agribusiness Network) 

 

 

 



 
 

Agenda 

 

“Towards an Inclusive FNSSA Partnership: Crises as opportunities to rethink an unsustainable model and 
empower engagement in R&I in Africa” 

Introduction & Setting the context 

10:00 –10:10 Welcome speech MHESR 

10:10 –10:20 LEAP4FNSSA Initiative Outline and Introducing 
the Platform 

Philippe Petithuguenin CIRAD 

10:20 – 10:30 Guidelines for the discussion and presenting 
results of survey  

Norhan El Dallal MHESR 

Story Telling Session:  Building on past experiences of previous partnership approaches to create synergies. 

10:30-10:45 The West African Story  
 

Ibrahima Coulibaly  ROPPA  
 

10:45-11:00 The South African Story  Benito Eliasi SACAU 

11:00-11:15 The North African Story  Yossef Ben Meir HAF 

11:15-11:30 The East and Central African Story  Jean Jacques Mbonigaba Muhinda  ASARECA 

11:30-12:00 Discussion  Attendees 

12:00–12:15 Break  

Panel Discussion:  Creating Horizontal Integration as well as Vertical Integration to fight crises similar to 
COVID-19 and Locusts 

12:15-13:15 The discussion will tackle the integration 
among same actors on a horizontal level as 
well as between different actors on a vertical 
level. 

 Legal and political frameworks  

 Global Coordination  

 Knowledge and Evidence (innovation 
platforms) 

 Investment in Technology Ventures 

Panelists: 
 

Mokhtar Sellami - MESRS  
Daniele Rossi - Confagricoltura 

Fatunbi Oluwole Abiodun - FARA 
Pascal Murasira - Murasira Consult 

13:15-13:45 Discussion Attendees 

Focus Group Discussion: The FNSSA Platform Model for a more resilient partnership 

13:45-14:45 A session to provide concrete input from all 
attendees for the initiation of The FNSSA 
Platform.  
 
EU-AU Perspective: Supporting approaches to 
the platform within EU-AU partnerships  
Policy makers  Perspective: Required policies 
and formalities  
Academia & Researchers  Perspective:  
Clustering of Regional Research Topics  
Professionals  Perspective: Engagement 
approaches  

Panelists:  
 

Sean Woolfrey - ECDPM 
Simbarashe Sibanda - Fanpran 

Jean Albergel - IRD 
Beatrice Gakuba - AWAN Africa 

14:45-15:15 Discussion  Attendees 

15:15-15:30 Final Comments & Wrap Up CIRAD/MHESR 


