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Abbreviations
ASARECA

Association for strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa

AU-EU

African Union-European Union
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CGIAR

Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research
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1. Current status
The database is available at the following link https://library.wur.nl/WebQuery/leap4fnssaprojects?q=*. The reader should click on the link above to enter the database and value its
current form and potential uses. So far (January 2020) there are 118 projects included in
the database, and more projects will be integrated soon. Some illustrations from the
database can be found in Annex 1. A preliminary version of the database and its search tool
was presented at the HLPD (High Level Policy Dialogue) AU-EU (African Union-European
Union) meeting in Addis Ababa in November 2019. This presentation was well received by
the participants. They showed a lot of interest for this tool and provided relevant feedback for
further development. More details on the methodology used to build the database and next
steps of the work can be found in the following parts of this document.

2. Background
The building of a database with past and ongoing projects related to the fields of
LEAP4FNSSA is one of the two components of WP3 “Information Generation and
Knowledge Management” System. It is a core component of the project since it will be used
to provide detailed and structured information of the related activities towards the set-up of
the Platform that will, in turn, help to strengthen the decision-making process of the HLPD
and the EU-AU FNSSA Partnership.
The information in the database is compiled from public related FNSSA (Food and Nutrition
Security and Sustainable Agriculture) projects (e.g. webpages) and/or public information
available from other databases. Projects funded by the EU and by the AU were first included
in the database, followed by projects funded (or coordinated) by other organisations such as
FAO, CGIAR centres, FARA, ASARECA, CORAF/WECARD, CCARDESA, EU and AU
member states, and other international organisations.
The database does not include data and information of individuals, in compliance with GDPR
(General Data Protection Regulation) rules for personal data protection. The host structure
currently used is the one of the WUR database of all projects currently linked to WUR, with
the objective to transfer it (or at least link it) to the LEAP4FNSSA website
https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/ soon. The completion of the database will continue until M45.

3. Working steps
- As an initial step, discussions with the partners from Task 3.1 and then all partners of WP3
were conducted to decide on what kind of information/metadata/mandatory fields of each
project should be included in the database. An illustration of this process is provided in the
Table below.
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Table 1 - Metadata for project database. In bold* = mandatory field

- Extensive mapping of all ongoing and completed projects contributing to the FNSSA
Roadmap (including EU projects supported through programmes such as Horizon 2020,
FP7, ERAfrica project, LEAP-Agri project, etc.) was done in parallel. Projects funded under
the AURG programme (AURG I and II) were also mapped. The general searching definition
used to identify such projects was: “Projects about Food Security or Nutrition Security or
Sustainable Agriculture”. The projects had to include partners from both Europe and Africa,
and take place in Africa”. At first stage, the Cordis database, but also other programme
databases, were explored for these searches.
- As a next step, selected projects were included in the database. To test the functionality of
the different fields in the database (and to identify limitations that should be improved), a
number of different national/bilateral programmes funded by EU countries (Denmark and the
Netherlands) were also included, together with some DG Devco funded projects.
- Some of the outcomes of the work in these previous steps led to decisions concerning the
different fields used to describe each project. These decisions are of a technical feature: for
instance, while the term “Roadmap theme” and “subthemes” are a kind of backbone to the
whole database, two or more subthemes can be assigned to each project (according to the
Roadmap text). So far, it has been possible to assign at least one subtheme to all projects. In
some cases there is some subjectivity. The term “Project type” was changed since the first
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attempt for a controlled list was hard to use in a consistent way. The new list includes
projects in a more useful way. “Keywords” were added with no particular strategy or
vocabulary, and if the project itself had keywords already assigned, or if Cordis had
keywords already assigned, these were the ones used. If there were no existing keywords in
other sources, some important concepts from the text were picked up to facilitate the
searching exercise.
- Quality assurance of the information of all inserted projects occurs to avoid subjectivity
and/or other mistakes that can occur while feeding the database.

4. Next steps
Below are listed some short and long-term steps planned within Task 3.1:
- The database improvement work will continue by including more projects (projects from
existing but also projects funded by programmes/organisations such as Edulink and
Erasmus+, DG Devco, Philanthropic Foundations, and others). The inclusion in the database
of new projects from programmes initially targeted will continue. In parallel, all LEAP4FNSSA
partners have been asked to send information on projects that they want to be added, and
results of this call will be included in the database as answers are received.
- The database will also serve as a source of information for supporting, designing, testing
and then running the data and text mining system to be develop under Task 3.2 for the
Knowledge Management System (KMS). The KMS will in turn help identify important
projects/activities that will then be added to the database: in this way, both tasks are mutually
supporting each other.
- In collaboration with Task 3.2, the team will give a closer look into the keyword system
already used by other organisations (e.g. FAO) and eventually use these alternatives
(instead of the system used so far in our database, or in combination with this system).
- The current search and export functionalities will also be further improved, since we believe
that the use of the database can be a very useful and valuable tool for different users to
obtain the relevant information they need. The initial reactions of representatives from
different stakeholder groups attending the Addis Ababa workshop, in November 2019, were
very positive and confirmed that the database can be used to extract detailed information for
the subjects they have in focus.
- There will be continuous discussions with the project consortium partners but also with
external stakeholders (the users of the database) in different workshops concerning the
scope of the database and how this will be used in the future. These discussions will help us
to improve the database and make it a useful tool for all users.
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ANNEX 1 – Illustrations from the database
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